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Proper Reaction to Misinformation about Islam 
BS Foad, MD 2012 
 
The recent film attacking Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) stirred a lot of reaction in the 
Arab & Muslim world. Angry demonstrations occurred that unfortunately also involved 
violence and loss of life, and attacking US embassies in Muslim countries. This reaction 
occurred before and was predictable. What do we learn from these events and what is 
the course of action in the future? 

1- These attacks on Islam, on Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and on the Qur’an are 
going to occur. We have to expect that, and we should be ready for it and have a 
plan of action 

2- Our response should be one of patient perseverance, explaining the truth and 
contrasting it to the lies and false accusations, and not doing wrong 

3- This is a long road that requires resolve and determination. 
4- We have to respect freedom of speech. The only way to combat wrong ideas is 

not by suppressing it, but by contrasting it to the truth 
5- 5-We need to educate others about Islam, the Qur’an and the noble character 

and life story of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
 
Attacks on Islam are going to occur 

 

 * �χâθ n=ö7 çF s9 þ’Îû öΝ à6 Ï9≡ uθ øΒ r& öΝ à6 Å¡ à�Ρr&uρ  ∅ ãè yϑó¡ tF s9 uρ zÏΒ zƒ Ï%©!$# (#θ è?ρé& |=≈tGÅ3ø9 $# ÏΒ öΝ à6Î=ö6 s% 

z ÏΒuρ šÏ% ©!$# (# þθ ä.uõ°r& ”]Œ r& # Z�ÏW x. 4 β Î)uρ (#ρçÉ9 óÁ s? (#θà) −Gs?uρ ¨βÎ* sù š�Ï9≡ sŒ ô ÏΒ ÏΘ ÷“ tã Í‘θãΒ W{$# ∩⊇∇∉∪ 〈 

 Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal 

selves; and ye shall certainly hear much that will grieve you, from those who 

received the Book before you and from those who worship many gods. But if ye 

persevere patiently, and guard against evil, then that will be a determining factor in 

all affairs.  

 Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 186 

 

Similar attacks have occurred in the past. Salman Rushdie wrote his book attacking 

the Qur’an as not being a divine revelation but the imagination of Muhammad. A 

fatwa was issued putting a price on his head. The Danish cartoons depicted the 

Prophet in evil forms. The reaction was equally predictable. The Florida minister 

burning the Qur’an and having an “Attack Muhammad day”. The Qur’anic verse 

tells us that there are bad evil people who desire nothing but to harm Muslims and 

distort the message of Islam. They resort to any activity, lies and distortion to 

misrepresent Islam, the Qur’an and the Prophet (PBUH). We should not be 

surprised but be prepared and ready and have plans of action. 
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Such a plan of action is emphasized in the Qur’anic verse: 

1-Patient perseverance, explaining the truth about our religion 

2-Not doing wrong in response 

3-Be committed and have the will and resolve to face these difficulties and 

understand that it is a long difficult road 

4-Respect the right of others to their opinions, even if their views are wrong 

5-Contrast the truth to the fallacies and accusations, and explain the message of 

Islam in a clear logical way. 

 

We have a wealth of information in the Qur’an and Sunnah to counter these false 

charges and lies. We can explain the evidence that the Qur’an is indeed a divine 

revelation from God. We can explain its message of love and peace and guidance 

to all mankind. We can show how it was preserved in its original form and not 

altered. We can show the life story of the Prophet (PBUH) and his noble character 

and how he behaved under similar circumstances.  

 

We must respect the right of others to their opinion, even though we disagree. The 

Prophet (PBUH) was called a magician, a poet and a sorcerer. The Qur’an 

describes all these charges: 

 

 

 (#θ ä9$s%uρ $ pκš‰r' ¯≈ tƒ “Ï% ©!$# tΑÌh“ çΡ Ïµ ø‹n=tã ã�ø. Ïe%!$# y7̈ΡÎ) ×βθãΖôf yϑs9 ∩∉∪ 〈 

 They say: "O thou to whom the Message is being revealed! Truly thou art mad (or 

possessed)!  

 Al-Hijr 15: 6 

 öθ ©9 $ tΒ $ oΨ,Ï?ù' s? Ïπ s3Í× ¯≈n=yϑø9 $$ Î/ β Î) |MΖä. z ÏΒ t Ï%Ï‰≈ ¢Á9$# ∩∠∪ 〈 

 "Why bringest thou not angels to us if it be that thou hast the Truth?"  

 Al-Hijr 15: 7 

 $ tΒ ãΑÍi”t∴ çΡ sπ s3Í×̄≈ n=yϑø9 $# �ωÎ) Èd, ptø: $$Î/ $ tΒ uρ (# þθ çΡ% x. # ]Œ Î) t Ì�sàΖ•Β ∩∇∪ 〈 

 We send not the angels down except for just cause: if they came (to the ungodly), 

behold! No respite would they have!  

 Al-Hijr 15: 8 

 

And 
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 ö�Åe2x‹ sù !$ yϑsù |MΡr& ÏMyϑ÷è ÏΖÎ/ y7 În/ u‘ 9Ïδ% s3Î/ Ÿω uρ AβθãΖøg xΧ ∩⊄∪ 〈 

 Therefore proclaim thou the praises (of thy Lord): for by the Grace of thy Lord, 

thou art no (vulgar) soothsayer, nor art thou one possessed.  

 At-Tur 52: 29 

 ÷Π r& tβθ ä9θ à)tƒ Ö� Ïã$x© ßÈ −/ utĪΡ  Ïµ Î/ |=÷ƒ u‘ Èβθ ãΖyϑø9 $# ∩⊂⊃∪ 〈 

 Or do they say: "A Poet! We await for him some calamity (hatched) by Time!"  

 At-Tur 52: 30 

 ö≅è% (#θÝÁ −/ t� s? ’ ÎoΤÎ* sù Ν ä3yè tΒ š∅ ÏiΒ tÅÁ În/ utIßϑø9 $# ∩⊂⊇∪ 〈 

 Say thou: "Await ye! I too will wait along with you!"  

 At-Tur 52: 31 

 ÷Π r& óΟ èδ ã�ãΒ ù' s? Λàι ßϑ≈ n=÷n r& !# x‹≈ pκÍ5 4 ÷Π r& öΝ èδ ×Π öθ s% tβθ äî$ sÛ ∩⊂⊄∪ 〈 

 Is it that their faculties of understanding urge them to this, or are they but a people 

transgressing beyond bounds?  

 At-Tur 52: 32 

 ÷Π r& tβθ ä9θ à)tƒ …ã& s!§θ s)s? 4 ≅ t/ �ω tβθ ãΖÏΒ ÷σãƒ ∩⊂⊂∪ 〈 

 Or do they say, "He fabricated the (Message)?" Nay, they have no Faith?  

 At-Tur 52: 33 

 (#θ è?ù' u‹ù=sù ;]ƒ Ï‰pt¿2 ÿ Ï& Î#÷WÏiΒ β Î) (#θ çΡ% x. šÏ%Ï‰≈ |¹ ∩⊂⊆∪ 〈 

 Let them then produce a recital like unto it; if (it be) they speak the Truth!  

 At-Tur 52: 34 

 

So the Qur’an here explains that they called him a possessed man, and a poet and a 

priest who fabricated this Qur’an. What is the response? Wait I will wait with you; 

if you have doubts then bring a book like this Qur’an! The truth is in the Qur’an. 

Read it and judge for yourself. Any question they bring we will find the answer in 

the Qur’an: 

 

 Ÿω uρ y7 tΡθ è?ù' tƒ @≅ sVyϑÎ/ �ω Î) y7≈oΨ ÷∞ Å_ Èd,ys ø9 $$ Î/ z |¡ôm r& uρ # ·� Å¡ø�s? ∩⊂⊂∪ 〈 

 And no question do they bring to thee but We reveal to thee the truth and the best 

explanation (thereof).  

 Al-Furqan 25: 33 
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Patient perseverance and not doing wrong 

 

Attacking Us embassies and destroying buildings and killing people as a reaction is 

wrong and shows that those Muslims who engage in such attacks are hoodlums and 

criminals. They are harming their own cause and their religion. Islam never tells us 

to take our anger on innocent people. Our Islam tells us to respect and safeguard 

the possessions and rights of others, even when we disagree with them. Yes we 

should be upset and angry when our religion and our prophet is misrepresented and 

attacked. But this anger should be controlled and our reaction should be measured 

and proper.  

 

What these demonstrations have done is to show an angry mob mentality bent on 

destruction and revenge. Is this how we want to project our Islam to the world, not 

respecting the rights of others and doing wrong? The Qur’anic verse said: “Be 

God-conscious”. Taqwa here means you do not do something that is wrong in 

retaliation. Then we are like those who initiated this blasphemy and lies.  

 

Respecting freedom of speech 

 

Our religion tells us that as human beings we need certain things to survive. These 

in Fiqh are called Daroureyyat. They include: 

1-The right to be safe about your life 

2-The right to feel safe about your possessions 

3-The right to feel safe about expressing yourself 

4-Your family should be safeguarded 

5-Your religion and convictions should be safeguarded. 

 

If we want these rights for ourselves, we must be willing to respect and safeguard 

the rights of others in the same way.  

 

Does Islam respect or deny freedom of speech?  

 

Islam certainly respects and safeguards freedom of speech and freedom of 

convictions. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 

 

 

 

(The best of martyrs is a person who stood up to a tyrant and was killed) 
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The Qur’an guarantees freedom of conviction and forbids Muslims from forcing 

others to become Muslims against their will 

 

 

 öθ s9 uρ u !$ x© y7 •/ u‘ z tΒ Uψ tΒ ’Îû ÇÚö‘ F{ $# öΝ ßγ 7=à2 $·èŠÏΗsd 4 |MΡr' sùr& çνÌ�õ3è? }̈ $ ¨Ζ9 $# 4 ®Lym (#θ çΡθ ä3tƒ 

šÏΖÏΒ ÷σ ãΒ ∩∪ 〈 

 If it had been thy Lord's Will, they would all have believed, all who are on earth! 

Wilt thou then compel mankind, against their will, to believe!  

 Yunus 10: 99 

 

And 

 

 

 Iω oν# t� ø. Î) ’Îû ÈÏe$!$# ( ‰s% t ¨t6 ¨? ß‰ô© ”�9 $# zÏΒ Äc xöø9 $# 4  yϑsù ö�à� õ3tƒ ÏNθ äó≈©Ü9 $$Î/ -∅ ÏΒ ÷σãƒ uρ «!$$ Î/ Ï‰s)sù 

y7 |¡ ôϑtGó™$# Íοuρó>ãè ø9 $$ Î/ 4’ s+ øOâθø9 $# Ÿω tΠ$ |Á Ï�Ρ$# $ oλ m; 3 ª!$# uρ ìì‹ Ïÿxœ îΛ Î=tæ ∩⊄∈∉∪ 〈 

 Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error: whoever 

rejects Evil and believes in Allah hath grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold that 

never breaks. And Allah heareth and knoweth all things.  

 Al-Baqara 2: 256 

 

How did Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) behave against those who spread lies 

in Madina attacking his honor and accusing his wife Aesha, the so called 

Slander incident? Did he silence them? Did he suppress these rumors? Did he put 

those in jail? No he waited patiently for weeks till the Qur’an came down 

exonerating Aesha and declaring her innocence and explaining the obligation of 

Muslims of standing up against lies: 

 

 Iω öθ©9 øŒÎ) çνθãΚ çF ÷è Ïÿxœ £sß tβθ ãΖÏΒ÷σ ßϑø9 $# àM≈oΨ ÏΒ ÷σ ßϑø9 $# uρ öΝ ÍκÅ¦ à�Ρr' Î/ # Zö�yz (#θ ä9$ s%uρ !# x‹≈ yδ Ô7 øùÎ) ×Î7 •Β ∩⊇⊄∪ 〈 

 Why did not the Believers - men and women - when ye heard of the affair, put the 

best construction on it in their own minds and say, "This (charge) is an obvious 

lie?"  

 An-Nur 24: 10 

 

And 
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 øŒ Î) …çµ tΡöθ ¤)n=s? ö/ ä3ÏGoΨ Å¡ ø9 r' Î/ tβθ ä9θà)s?uρ / ä3Ïδ# uθ øùr' Î/ $̈Β }§ øŠs9 Ν ä3s9  Ïµ Î/ ÒΟù=Ïæ …çµ tΡθ ç7 |¡øtrBuρ $ YΨ Íh‹yδ uθ èδ uρ y‰Ψ Ïã 

«!$# ×Λ Ïà tã ∩⊇∈∪ 〈 

 Behold, ye received it on your tongues, and said out of your mouths things of 

which ye had no knowledge; and ye thought it to be a light matter, while it was 

most serious in the sight of Allah.  

 An-Nur 24: 15 

 

 Iω öθ s9 uρ øŒ Î) çνθ ßϑçG÷è Ïϑy™ ΟçF ù=è% $ ¨Β ãβθä3tƒ !$uΖs9 β r& zΝ ¯=x6 tḠΡ # x‹≈ pκÍ5 y7 oΨ≈ ys ö6ß™ # x‹≈ yδ í≈tGöκæ5 ÒΟŠÏàtã ∩⊇∉∪ 〈 

 And why did ye not when ye heard it, say "It is not right of us to speak of this: 

glory to Thee (our Lord) this is a most serious slander!"  

 An-Nur 24: 16 

 

The Prophet (PBUH) and his family were deeply hurt, but he did not suppress 

freedom of speech, though it was all lies.  

 

This film is all lies. It is produced by extremists who hate Islam. There are 

extremists in all religions. They share certain characteristics: 

1-They have a narrow rigid interpretation of religion 

2-They are fanatics, not willing to listen to different points of view. Either you are 

with them or you are against them. They are on the truth, anyone else is wrong 

3-They only associate with similar mind set, which reinforces their rigid 

convictions. They isolate themselves and consider those outside their ranks as 

enemies or misguided and have no rights 

4-In their eyes whatever they do is justified because they are the only ones 

following the truth. Killing is justified because others have no rights. 

 

How to deal with these extremists? Killing them or putting them in jail does not 

solve the underlying problem, which is their wrong and twisted ideology. Others 

will follow in their misguided ways. The only way is to show how wrong their 

ideas are and to contrast it to the truth. This way others are not fooled by their 

rhetoric, and they will not have any safe havens. The Qur’an states: 
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4 $ ¨Β r' sù ß‰t/ ¨“9 $# Ü= yδ õ‹uŠsù [!$ x� ã_ ( $ ¨Β r&uρ $tΒ ßìx�Ζtƒ }̈ $̈Ζ9 $# ß]ä3ôϑu‹ sù ’Îû ÇÚö‘ F{$# 4 y7Ï9≡ x‹x. Ü>ÎôØ o„ ª!$# 

tΑ$ sWøΒ F{ $# ∩⊇∠∪ 〈 

. For the scum disappears like froth cast out; while that which is for the good of 

mankind remains on the earth. Thus doth Allah set forth parables.  

 Ar-Ra’d 13: 17 
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Proper reaction to attacks on Islam 
BS Foad, MD 2012 
1-These attacks have occurred in the past and will continue. We should be prepared and 
have a plan of action 
2-We should be patient and persevere, not do something wrong but behave properly, and 
show that the charges are lies and distortions. Many people do not know what Islam 
stands for, and most people have not read the Qur’an or know its teachings. Most people 
do not know the noble character or life story of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 
3-It is a long difficult road that requires resolve and determination 
“You shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal selves; and you 
shall certainly hear much that will grieve you, from those who received the Book before you and 
from those who worship multiple gods. But if you persevere patiently, and guard against evil, then 
that requires resolve and determination” Al-Imran 3: 186 

4-Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was called names and accused but he patiently 
persevered 
“They say: “O you to whom the message is being revealed! Truly you are mad or possessed! Why 
not bring the angels to us if you are truthful?” Al-Hijr 15: 6 & 7 
“Or do they say: “A poet! We await for him some calamity by time!” At-Tur 52: 30 
“Or do they say: “He fabricated it?” No, they have no faith? Let them then produce a recital like it 
if they are truthful!” At-Tur 52: 33 & 34 
“No question do they bring to you but We reveal to you the truth and the best explanation thereof” 
Al-Furqan 25: 33 

5-Respecting freedom of speech and convictions 
We have to respect the right of every person to his views and convictions, even if we disagree. 
Allah gave man a free choice: to believe or reject faith: 
“If it was the will of your Lord, they would all have believed. Will you then compel mankind to 
believe against their will?” Yunus 10: 99 
“Let there be no compulsion in religion: truth stands clear from error” Al-Baqara 2: 256 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) did not suppress freedom of expression during the slander 
incident in Madina, though he and his family suffered greatly. It was weeks before the Qur’an 
came down declaring the innocence of Aesha and teaching the Muslims a lesson, not to lie or 
spread rumors, and to stand up against lies and accusations: 
“Why did not the believers, men and women, when you heard of the affair, thought well of 
themselves and say: “This charge is an obvious lie?” An-Nur 24: 10 

6-There are extremists in all religions: they are narrow-minded, rigid and consider anyone not 
sharing their convictions as unbelievers and enemies. They only associate with others of similar mind set 
and isolate themselves. They have no regard for human life. The only way to combat their evil is by 
exposing their wrong ideology, and denying them safe havens. 
The truth and what benefits mankind will remain, and what is false will disappear: 
“For the scum disappears like froth cast out; while that which is for the good of mankind remains 
on earth. Thus does Allah set forth parables” 
Ar-Ra’d (Thunder) 13: 17 

 

 

 


