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Who are Allah’s most gracious servants? 

BS Foad, MD 2018 

 

The Qur’an describes Allah s servants “Ebado Ar-Rahman  as those who have the 

following characteristics: 

 

طب  إذا خ ن  ْ ن ع اْْلْرض ه ن الذين يْمش د الرْحمَٰ ا سَلمعب ل ن ق ه اْلج  

And the servants of Allah Most Gracious are those who walk on the 

earth with humility, and when the ignorant address them they say: 

Peace  

م قي ْ سجدا  ن لرب  الذين يبيت  

Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord, prostate and 

standing 

ن غرام ن  إن عذاب ك ن ربن اْصرْف عن عذا ج ل الذين ي  

Those who say: Our Lord avert from us the wrath of Hell, for its wrath 

indeed is a grievous affliction 

مإن  م ا  رًّ ْ مْست ء   س

Evil indeed is it as an abode, and as a place to rest in 

ام ل ق ن بْين ذَٰ ك ا  ْتر ْ ي ل ا  ْ يْسرف ا ل ْنف الذين إذا   

Those, who when they spend, are not extravagant nor niggardly, but 

hold a just balance between these two extremes 

ْلحق    ن النْفس التي حر َّللا إَل ب ْت َل ي ن مع َّللا إلَٰ آخر  ل الذين َل يْدع ْْ ذَٰ مْن يْفَ ن    ن ْْ َل ي
م ث ْق   ي

Those who invoke not with Allah any other god, nor kill such a life as 

Allah has made sacred, except for just cause, nor commit adultery; and 

any that does this not only meets punishment 
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ن ْد فيه م يْخ م  ي ْ اْل عْف له اْلَذا ي  يض

But the chastisement on the Day of Judgment will be doubled to him, 

and he will dwell therein humiliated 

ن َّللا  ك ْ حسن   ت ئ يبد ْ َّللا سي ئ لَٰ لح ف عمْ عمَل ص آمن  را رحيم إَل مْن ت  غف  

Unless he repents and works righteous deeds, for Allah will change the 

evil of such persons into good, and Allah is often-forgiving, most-

merciful 

ب لح فإنه يت إل َّللا مت عمْ ص مْن ت   

And whoever repents and does good has truly turned to Allah in 

repentance 

ا كرام ْغ مر ل ا ب إذا مر ر  ن الْ د الذين َل يْش  

ن عْمي ْي صمًّ  ا ع ْ يخر ْ ل ي رب  ا ب الذين إذا ذك ر  

Those who witness no falsehood, and if they pass by futility they pass 

by it with honorable avoidance Those when they are admonished with 

the signs of their Lord droop not down at them as if they were deaf or 

blind 

ْن  اْجَ ْعين  تن قرة  ي ذر  اجن  ْْ ْ لن مْن  ن ربن ه ل مالذين ي ين إم ْمت ل  

And those who pray: Our Lord grant unto us wives and offspring who 

will be the comfort of our eyes, and give us the grace to lead the 

righteous 

ن في تحي  ْ ي ا  ن اْلغْرف بم صبر ْ ئ يْجْ سَلملَٰ  

Those are the ones who will be rewarded with the highest place in 

heaven, because of their patient constancy; therein shall they be met 

with salutations and peace 

م م ا  رًّ ْ مْست لدين في   حسن  خ

Dwelling therein, how beautiful an abode and place of rest 

ن لْام ف يك ْ ْ فس ْد كذْبت ْ  ف ك َل دع ْ ْ رب ي ل َْب بك ْْ م ي  ق
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Say (to the rejecters): My Lord would not concern Himself with you but for your 

call on him; but you have indeed rejected Him, and soon will come the inevitable 

punishment 

 

1-Humility 

2-Not engaging in useless talk with the ignorant 

3-Praying and prostrating to their Lord at night 

4-Calling on their Lord seeking protection from Hell Fire 

5-Moderation in spending 

6-Calling on no one except Allah 

7-Not killing a soul that Allah has made sacred 

8-Not committing adultery 

9-Turning to Allah in repentance 

10-Confirming their faith by good deeds 

11-Not lying or bearing false witness 

12-Not wasting their time in vain talk 

13-Listening to the signs of Allah when reminded 

14-Calling on Allah wishing for good children 

15-Wishing to serve as leaders and as good examples for others 

16-Patiently persevering 

 

Humility 

إذا  ن  ْ ن ع اْْلْرض ه ن الذين يْمش د الرْحمَٰ ا سَلمعب ل ن ق ه طب اْلج خ  

And the servants of Allah Most Gracious are those who walk on the 

earth with humility  
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Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 63 

 

Allah s servants walk on earth with humility and are not arrogant. The scholar are 

humble, because the more they know, the more they understand their 

limitations, compared to a person with shallow knowledge who thinks that he 

knows it all.  

ء   م ده اْلَ  إن م يْخش  َّللا مْن عب

Those who have knowledge fear Allah the most among His servants 

Fatir (Originator) 35: 28 

 

The Qur an tells us that the knowledge imparted to us is indeed limited: 

ح مْن  ح  قْ الر ن عن الر ل يَل يْس ْ إَل ق ْ من اْلَ تيت م  ْمر رب ي   

They ask you concerning the spirit; say: The Spirit belongs to my Lord , the 

knowledge imparted to you is indeed limited  

Al-Isra a (Night Journey) 17: 85 

 

Not engaging with the ignorant in useless talk 

ا سَلم ل ن ق ه طب اْلج إذا خ  

And when the ignorant address them, they say: Peace  

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 63 

 

It is important to invite to Allah, and explain our faith and beliefs in simple terms, 

that others can understand and relate to. The response of people will vary to our 

Da Wa . Some will refuse to listen or consider anything except what they know. 

Others are even hostile and react in a negative way. Others are willing to listen. 

When we have done our job and explained things, but there is no response or 
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interest, then it is time to move on and not engage in useless talk with people 

who are ignorant.  

 

The Qur an describes those who avoid vain talk, and avoid arguing with those who 

are ignorant 

 

ْ َل نْبت  ْيك ْ سَل ع لك ْعم  ْ لك لن  ْعم ا لن  ل ق ا عْنه  ْعرض ْغ  ا ال ين إذا سمَ ه غي اْلج  

And when they hear vain talk they turn away therefrom, and say: To us 

our deeds, and to you yours; peace be on you; we seek not the 

ignorant  

Al-Qasas (The Stories) 28: 55 

 

Guidance comes from Allah, and He knows who is willing and ready to 

be guided 

 

د منْ  ْ تدين  إن َل ت ْ ْلم ْع ب ه  ء    د مْن يش ْ كن َّللا ي لَٰ ْحبْب   

You will not be able to guide everyone whom you love, but Allah guides those whom He will, and He 

knows best those who receive guidance 

Al-Qasas (The Stories) 28: 56 

 

The righteous stand up in prayer at night, while others are asleep 

م قي ْ سجدا  ن لرب  الذين يبيت  

Those who spend the night in adoration of their Lord, prostate and standing 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 64 
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The righteous leave their bed of sleep, and turn to Allah seeking His forgiveness, 

and praying to Him in the last third of the night. The Qur an describes their 

behavior and habit 

 

ن  عي ين في جن   إن اْلمت

As to the righteous they will be in the midst of gardens and springs 

Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 15 

ل مْحسنين  ا قْبْ ذَٰ ن ْ ك ْ   إن ْ رب ه  آخذين م آت

Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because before 

then they have done good deeds 

Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 16 

ن  ْجَ ْيْ م ي يَل من ال ا ق ن  ك

They were in the habit of sleeping but little by night 

Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 17 

ن  ْ يْستْغفر ر ه ْْلْسح ب  

And in the hours of early Dawn they were found praying for forgiveness 

Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 18 

Prophet Muhammad s advice to his companions when he came to Madinah was: 

(Spread the greetings; and feed the hungry, and be good to your relations, and 

pray at night when others are asleep, you will enter the paradise of your Lord in 

peace) Ahmad, Ibn Hibban & Hakim. 

 

Calling on their Lord seeking protection from Hell Fire 

ن غرام ن  إن عذاب ك ن ربن اْصرْف عن عذا ج ل الذين ي  

Those who say: Our Lord avert from us the wrath of Hell, for its wrath 

is indeed a grievous affliction  
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Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 65 

 

The righteous understand that they are responsible and accountable for their 

actions. They know that there is punishment for the wicked and reward for the 

righteous. They seek protection from Hell Fire, and call on their Lord seeking His 

help and mercy. The Qur an states 

م  فمْن ْْحْح عن  ي ْ اْل ْ ي رك ج ن  ْ ف إنم ت   ْ م كْ نْفس ذائ اْلم   ْ ْد ف ْدخْ اْلجن ف ر  الن
ر  ع اْلغر ة الدْني إَل مت  اْلحي

Every soul shall have a taste of death; and only on the Day of Judgment 

shall you be paid your full recompense; only he who is saved from the 

Fire and admitted to the Garden will have succeeded; for the life of this 

world is but goods and chattels of deception 

Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 185 

 

And 

َْتدين  خْفي   إنه َل يح اْلم ْ تضرع  ا ربك  اْدع

Call on your Lord with humility and in private, for Allah loves not those who 

transgress beyond bounds 

Al-Araf 7: 55 

 

طمَ   إن رْحم َّللا قري من اْلمحْ  ف  ْ ه خ اْدع َْد إْصَلح  ا في اْْلْرض ب سنين َل تْفسد  

Do not do mischief on the earth after it has been set in order, but call on Him with fear and longing (in 

your hearts), for the mercy of Allah is always near to those who do good 

Al-Araf 7: 56 

 

Moderation in spending 

ن  ك ا  ْتر ْ ي ل ا  ْ يْسرف ا ل ْنف ام الذين إذا  ل ق بْين ذَٰ  
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Those when they spend are not extravagant nor niggardly, but hold a 

just balance between these two extremes 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 67 

 

What we have is a gift from Allah, and we are responsible and accountable how 

we earn and spend our money. The poor and needy and our relatives in need 

have a certain right in our money.  

َل  اْبن السبيْ  اْلمْسكين  ه  َٰ ح ْرب   تبذ ْر تْبذيراآ ذا اْل

Render to kindred their due rights, as well as to those in want, and to the 

wayfarer, but squander not your wealth in the manner of a spendthrift 

Al-Isra a (Night Journey) 17: 26 

 

If we are extravagant in the way we live and only spend to fulfill our vain desires, 

and not spend in charity then we have done wrong and we are companions of the 

devil 

را ن لرب ه كف ن الشْيط ك طين   ان الشي ا إْخ ن  إن اْلمبذ رين ك

Indeed spendthrifts are brothers of the Satan. And the Satan was 

ungrateful to his Lord 

Al-Isra’a (Night Journey) 17: 27 

 

And 

را م مْحس َْد م َل تْبسْط كْ اْلبْسط فت َٰ عن  ل إل ْْ يد مْغ َل تْجَ  

Make not your hand tied (like a niggard) to your neck, nor stretch it 

forth to its utmost reach, so that you become blameworthy and 

destitute 

Al-Isra’a (Night Journey) 17: 29 
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Calling on no one except Allah 

ن  ْت َل ي ن مع َّللا إلَٰ آخر  ل  الذين َل يْدع ْْ ذَٰ مْن يْفَ ن    ن ْْ َل ي ْلحق   النْفس التي حر َّللا إَل ب
م ث ْق   ي

Those who invoke not any other god with Allah 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 68 

ْد فيه  يْخ م  ي ْ اْل عْف له اْلَذا ي نيض م  

The punishment will be doubled for him on the Day of Judgment, and 

he will dwell therein forever humiliated 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 69 

 

How can we call on entities that cannot help us or harm us, and who 

have no power of their own? 

ف   ْْ رادني ب ق  ْ ه  شف ضر  ْْ هن ك رادني َّللا بضر  ه ن َّللا إْن  ن مْن د ْ م تْدع ْيت ْْ هن ر رْحم ه
ن  ك  كْ اْلمت ْيه يت ْْ حْسبي َّللا  ع  مْمسك رْحمته   ق

Say: Do you see the things that you invoke besides Allah, can they, if 

Allah wills some affliction for me, remove His affliction; or if Allah wills 

some mercy for me, can they keep back His mercy  Say: Sufficient is 

Allah for me. In Him trust those who put their trust  

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 38 

 

And 

ه   يصي  إْن يرْد بخْير فَل راد لفْض شف له إَل ه   ء مْن  إْن يْمسْس َّللا بضر  فَل ك به مْن يش
ر الرحي  ه اْلغف ده     عب

If Allah do touch you with hurt, no one but Him can remove it; if He do 

design some benefit for you, no one can keep back His favor; He causes 
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it to reach whomsoever of His servants He pleases, and He is often-

forgiving, most-merciful 

Yunus (Jonah) 10: 107 

 

Not killing the soul that Allah has made sacred 

Life is a gift from God and is sacred. No one is allowed to take life away 

or to kill another human being, except for a just cause. The Qur’an 

states that life is sacred 

ْلحق   ا النْفس التي حر َّللا إَل ب ْت َل ت  

Kill not the soul that Allah has made sacred except through due process 

of law 

Al-Isra’a (Night Journey) 17: 33 

 

Life is so precious, that killing one soul is considered like killing all of 

mankind, and saving one soul is like saving all of mankind 

د في اْْلْرض فك مْن   ْ فس نه مْن قتْ نْفس بغْير نْفس  َٰ بني إْسرائيْ  ل كتْبن ع س ْجْ ذَٰ نم قتْ الن
س جميَ ْحي الن نم  ه فك ْحي مْن   جميَ 

On that account We ordained on the Children of Israel that if any 

murders a person, unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in 

the land, it would be as if he killed all of mankind, and if anyone saved a 

life, it would be as if he saved all of mankind 

Al-Ma’Ida (The Table) 5: 32 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (It is not allowed to kill a Muslim who 

bears witness that there is no god but Allah, and that I am the 

messenger of Allah, except under three circumstances: a married 
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person who commits adultery, or a person who kills another person, or 

a Muslim who leaves his faith, and leaves the group of Muslims) 

Narrated by Ahmad, Bokhari & Muslim 

 

In other Hadeeth it is explained that a person who comes fighting 

against Allah and His messenger can be killed (Abou Dawood & 

Nesa’ee). 

Not committing adultery 

Adultery is a major sin in Islam, and strongly prohibited in the Qur’an 

ء سبيَل  س حش  ن ف ن  إنه ك  ْ ا ال ْرب َل ت  

Do not come close to adultery, for it is an indecent deed and an evil way 

Al-Isra’a (Night Journey) 17: 32 

 

Because it is a major sin the punishment of Zena (Adultery) in Islam is 

severe: Killing for a married person who commits this sin, or 

banishment for those who are unmarried. In the Qur’an it is public 

flogging 

الْاني  ْ ت الْاني  ْف في دين َّللا إْن كْنت م ر ْ ب ْخْذك َل ت ْدة   ئ ج م م احد مْن ا كْ  د ْج َّلل ف ن ب من ْ
منين  ْ ئف من اْلم م ط ْد عذاب ْليْش ْ اْْلخر   اْلي  

The woman or the man guilty of fornication, flog each of them with a 

hundred stripes; let no compassion move you in their case, in a matter 

prescribed by Allah, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day; let a party 

of the believers witness their punishment 

An-Nur (The Light) 24: 2 
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Turning to Allah in repentance 

As human beings we are weak and fall short and commit sin and 

mistakes. The door to repentance and changing our wrong ways is 

always open before we die. The sooner we turn to Allah seeking His 

forgiveness the better 

ئ يت َّللا ع إنم الت  لَٰ ن مْن قري ف ب ل ث يت ء بج ن الس َْم ذين ي ب ع َّللا ل ن َّللا ْ ك   ْ ْي
يم حكيم  ع

Allah accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and 

repent soon afterwards; to them will Allah turn in mercy, for Allah is full 

of knowledge and wisdom 

An-Nesa’a (The Women) 4: 17 

 

ْ إن ي تْب اْْل  ْ ق حده اْلم َٰ إذا حضر  ن السي ئ حت َْم ذين ي ب ل ْ َل لْيس الت ن ن  ت الذين يم
ليم ْ عذاب  ْعتْدن ل ئ  لَٰ ر    ْ كف ه  

Of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until 

death faces one of them, and he says: Now have I repented indeed , 

nor of those who die rejecting faith: for them have We prepared a 

chastisement most grievous 

An-Nesa’a (The Women) 4: 18 

 

Repentance must also be sincere, coming from a heart that 

understands the sin one has committed and is ashamed of what he has 

done, and not empty words 

ي  يْدخ ي   ْ تك ْ سي ئ ْن يكف ر عْنك  ْ َٰ ربك ح عس ب نص ْ ا إل َّللا ت ب ا ت ْ جن تْجر مْن  الذين آمن ك
ا مَه  الذين آمن ْ َل يْخْ َّللا النبي  ر ي  تْحت اْْلْن

O you who believe turn to Allah with sincere repentance, in the hope 

that your Lord will remove from you your evil deeds, and admit you to 
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gardens beneath which rivers flow, on the day that Allah will not permit 

the Prophet and those who believe to be humiliated 

At-Tahreem (Forbidden) 66: 8 

 

Seeking Allah’s forgiveness require in addition to sincere repentance 

and turning to Allah soon after committing sin the following steps: 

1-Understanding that we have indeed sinned and wronged our souls 

2-Feeling ashamed of what we have done, and turning to Allah seeking 

His forgiveness 

3-Confirming our faith in the way that we live by avoiding wrong deeds 

and by doing good 

4-Not repeating the same mistake, and seeking Allah’s guidance 

 

The Qur’an confirms these concepts 

راإَل م  ن َّللا غف ك ْ حسن   ت ئ يبد ْ َّللا سي ئ لَٰ لح ف عمْ عمَل ص آمن  رحيم ْن ت   

 

Unless he repents, believes, and works righteous deeds, for Allah will 

change the evil of such persons into good, and Allah is often-forgiving, 

most-merciful 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 70 

 

And 

لح ث اْهتدىَٰ  عمْ ص آمن  ر لمْن ت  إن ي لغف  

But without doubt, I am He that forgives again and again, to those who 

repent, believe, and do right, and who in fine are on true guidance 
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Ta’ Ha 20: 82 

 

Another important concept in repentance is never despair of the mercy 

of Allah, and never give up. Regardless of how much wrong we have 

done we should always be hopeful of Allah’s mercy and forgiveness. 

The Qur’an states 

ا مْن رْحم َّللا   إن َّللا يْغفر الذ  ْنط ْ َل ت ْنفس  َٰ ا ع ْسرف د الذين  ْْ ي عب ن جميَ   إنه ه ق
ر الرحي   اْلغف

Say: O My servants who have transgressed against their souls despair 

not of the mercy of Allah, for Allah forgives all sins, for He is often-

forgiving, most-merciful 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 53 

 

But such repentance, as stated before, must be confirmed with action 

 

ا له م  م ْس  ْ َٰ رب ك ا إل ن نيب ْتيك اْلَذا ث َل تْنصر ْن ي ْن قْبْ   

Turn to your Lord (in repentance) and submit to Him, before the 

chastisement comes on you, after that you shall not be helped 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 54 

 

ْنْْ إل  ْحسن م  ا  ن اتبَ ْ َل تْشَر ْنت ْتيك اْلَذا بْغت  ْن ي ْ مْن قْبْ  ْ مْن رب ك ْيك  

And follow the best that which was revealed to you from your Lord, 

before the chastisement comes on you, of a sudden while you perceive 

not! 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 55 
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At that time, no excuses are accepted 

خرين أ َ إْن كْن لمن الس َٰ م فرْط في جْن َّللا  ْ نْفس ي حْسرت ع ْن ت  

Lest the soul should say: Woe to me! In that I neglected my duties towards Allah, and was but among 

those who mocked 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 56 

ين  ن َّللا هداني لكْن من اْلمت  ْ ْ ل ْ ت  

Or lest it should say: If only Allah had guided me, I should certainly 

have been among the righteous 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 57 

ن من اْلمْحسنين  ك ن لي كرة ف  ْ ْ حين ترى اْلَذا ل ْ ت  

Or lest it should say when it actually sees the chastisement: “If only I had another 

chance, I should certainly be among those who do good” 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 58 

 

God’s prophets teach us never to despair of God’s mercy 

ن  فر ْ اْلك ح َّللا إَل اْل ْ س مْن ر ح َّللا  إنه َل يْي ْ ا مْن ر س َل تْي  

Never give up hope of Allah’s soothing mercy. Truly no one despairs of Allah’s 

mercy except those who have no faith 

Youseff (Joseph) 12: 87 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) advised us to follow a bad deeds with a good deed, it 

will wipe it out 

(Be mindful of Allah, at all times, and follow a bad deed with a good deed, it will 

wipe it out; and interact with people on the basis of morals and noble character) 

Narrated by Abou Dawood & Termidhi 

 



16 

 

Confirming our faith in our good deeds 

Faith is not empty words that we utter, but good deeds that confirm our faith, 

and by living our life obeying Allah and being aware of our accountability to Him. 

 

The Qur an is clear that faith must be confirmed with action and good deeds. In 

many of its verses it states: Those who believe and do good deeds .  

 

The character, faith and behavior of those people of faith is different from those 

who lack faith. Their outcome obviously is also different 

ْلفج  ين ك ْ نْجَْ اْلمت ْلمْفسدين في اْْلْرض  لح ك ا الص عم ا  ر ْ نْجَْ الذين آمن  

Shall We treat those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, the 

same as those who do mischief on earth? Shall We treat those who 

guard against evil, the same as those who turn aside from the right? 

S’ AD 38: 28 

 

Those who understand their accountability to Allah do good deeds, and 

do not worship or serve anyone but Allah 

حدا دة رب ه  ْ بَب َل يْشر لح  ْْ عمَل ص َْم ْي ء رب ه ف ن يْرج ل  فمْن ك

Whoever expects to meet his Lord, let him do righteous deeds, and 

worship none but his Lord 

Al-Kahf (The Cave) 18: 110 

 

Not lying, cheating, or bearing false witness 

Lying or bearing false witness is also a major sin, forbidden in the Qur an 

ر  ن الْ د الذين َل يْش  

Those who witness no falsehood 
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Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 72 

 

And 

 ْ ْت َٰ  إذا ق ن ذا قْرب ْ ك ل ا  ْعدل ف  

Whenever you speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned 

Al-Ana m (The Cattle) 6: 152 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 

(Say the truth (at all times), for truthfulness guides to righteousness, and 

righteousness guides to paradise; a person keeps on telling the truth till he is 

written with Allah as a truthful person; and avoid lying, for lying guides to 

wickedness, and wickedness guides to Hell Fire; a person keeps on lying till he is 

considered with Allah a liar) 

Narrated by Ahmad, Muslim & Termidhi 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) warned us about giving false witness, as being one of 

the major sins. He said:  

(Shall I tell you about the most major of sins? Worshipping others besides Allah; 

and treating your parents in a bad way; and giving false witness and saying what is 

false) 

Narrated by Ahmad, Bokhari & Muslim 

 

The Qur an confirms that truthfulness is part of Taqwa (righteousness) 

دقين  ا مع الص ن ك ا َّللا  ا ات ي الذين آمن  ي 

O you who believe be mindful of Allah, and be among those who are truthful 

At-Tawba (Repentance) 9: 119 
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And 

ن  ئ ه اْلمت لَٰ ا   ئ الذين صدق لَٰ  

Such are the people of truth, the righteous 

Al-Baqara (The Cow) 2: 177 

 

Not wasting their time in vain talk 

ا كرام ْغ مر ل ا ب إذا مر  

And if they pass by futility, they pass by it with honorable avoidance 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 72 

 

Time is a precious commodity, we can use it wisely in things that are useful and 

benefit us or other people, or we can waste our time in useless vain talk. Also 

when we engage in vain talk, we are likely to backbite and harm other people. 

The Qur an warns us against back-biting or harming other people, or engaging in 

gossip and slander 

َل يغْ  ا  َل تجسس َْض الظن  إثْ   ا كثيرا من الظن  إن ب ا اْجتنب ي الذين آمن َْضي  ْ ب َْضك ْ ب ت  

O you who believe avoid suspicion, as much as possible, for suspicion in some 

cases is a sin; and spy not on each other, nor speak ill of each other behind their 

backs 

Al-Hujerat (The Apartments) 49: 12 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us not to look into the private affairs of other 

people, it is not our concern. He said: 

(One of the indicators that a person s Islam is good, is that he leaves what is none 

of his concerns) 

Termidhi, Ahmad, Ibn Majja & Hakim 

Listening and accepting the signs of Allah when reminded 
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To give sincere advice and to remind others of Allah, and our duties towards Him, 

and of Allah s signs is part of our faith. The Qur an states 

منين  ْ ذك ْر فإن الذ ْكرىَٰ تْنفع اْلم  

But remind, for reminding benefits the believers 

Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 55 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 

(Religion is to give advice) He was asked: To whom? He said: (To Allah, and to His 

book, and to His messenger, and to Muslim leaders and every common man) 

Muslim 

 

It is our job to listen to advice and accept it, and to accept the signs of Allah when 

reminded, and not turn away from it. 

نال  عْمي ْي صمًّ  ا ع ْ يخر ْ ل ي رب  ا ب ذين إذا ذك ر  

Those when they are admonished with the signs of their Lord, droop not down at 

them as if they were deaf or blind 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 73 

 

Those who reject faith will not listen to advice, or accept such reminders. They 

feel self-sufficient and above being reminded, and are too arrogant to accept or 

submit to the truth.  

 

In contrast, those who are righteous, once they realize their mistake, they turn to 

Allah, seeking His forgiveness, and do not persist in wrong-doing 

ن  م َْ ْ ي ه ا  َٰ م فَ ا ع ْ يصر ل  

 

And are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in the wrong they have done 
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Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 135 

 

 

 

Calling on Allah wishing for good children 

Money and children are the allure of this worldly life 

خْير   اب  لح خْير عْند رب  ث قي الص اْلب ة الدْني   ن ْين اْلحي اْلبن  ْ مَل اْلم  

Wealth and sons are the allurements of the life of this world, but the things that 

endure, good deeds, are best in the sight of your Lord as rewards, and best to 

hope for 

Al-Kahf (The Cave) 18: 46 

 

Therefore, wishing for good righteous children is normal and to be expected 

ن  ل ْعين الذين ي تن قرة  ي ذر  اجن  ْْ ْ لن مْن  ربن ه  

And those who pray: Our Lord grant us wives and offspring who will be the 

comfort of our eyes 

Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 74 

 

It is a blessing from Allah to have wives that we can find tranquility and happiness 

in them, and to be blessed with good children. Not everyone gets this blessing. 

Some appreciate God s blessings and care for their wives and children. Others 

take it for granted and do not acknowledge God s blessings, and do not spend the 

time and effort necessary to take care of them. They only have themselves to 

blame when things turn out for the worse. 

 

The Qur an urges us to fulfil our duty and guard ourselves and families from 

torture on the Day of Judgment 
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ي  رة ي  اْلحج س  ده الن ق را  ْ ن يك ْه  ْ ْنفسك ا  ا ق الذين آمن  

O you who believe save yourselves and your families from a fire whose fuel is 

people and stones 

At-Tahreem (Forbidden) 66: 6 

 

 

Wishing to serve as leaders and good examples for others 

Part of Da Wa (inviting to Allah) is by serving as examples for others in our 

character and behavior, not just in the words that we say. 

 

We are advised in the Qur an to follow the example of the Prophet (PBUH) since 

he applied the Qur an in his character and behavior. We follow his example in 

noble character, morals and ethics, and how he behaved. He was patient and 

persevering despite hardship and adversity. He never lost hope of Allah s mercy 

and guidance. He was kind, caring and gentle. He never wronged anyone, and 

always told the truth, and was honest. He was devoted to Allah and his worship 

was exemplary. He was wise and intelligent and solved the problems that he 

faced. He was forgiving and merciful. 

 

The Qur an states 

ن  ْد ك ذكر َّللا كثيرا ل ْ اْْلخر  اْلي ن يْرج َّللا  ة حسن لمْن ك ْس ْ َّللا  ْ في رس لك  

You have indeed in the messenger of Allah an excellent example for the person 

who hopes in Allah and the Final Day, and who remembers Allah often 

Al-Ahzab (The Confederates) 33: 21 

 

It is important to serve as good examples, and guide others to the truth and to 

God s way. When we do that we are rewarded for our effort. Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) said: 
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(Whoever invites to guidance, he will get the reward of all those who follow him, 

without decreasing their reward anything; and whoever invites to misguidance 

will bear the sin of those who follow him, without decreasing their sins in the 

least) Narrated by Ahmad & Muslim 

 

 

Patiently persevering 

We are tested and tried in our lives in numerous ways.  

 ْ رك ْخب نْب  برين  الص  ْ هدين مْنك َْ اْلمج َٰ ن ْ حت نك لنْب  

We shall try you until We test those among you who strive their utmost and 

persevere in patience; and We shall try your reported mettle 

Muhammad (Prophet Muhammad) 47: 31 

 

Our duty is to learn from these tests and trials, and correct our wrong behavior 

and improve. Then we are rewarded for our patience and perseverance with 

Allah s blessings, guidance and mercy 

بش ر ال الثمرا   اْْلْنفس  اْ  ْص من اْْلْم ن ع  اْلج ف  ْ ْ بشْيء من اْلخ نك برين لنْب ص  

ن  إن إلْيه راجَ ا إن َّلل  ل ْ مصيب ق بتْ ص  الذين إذا 

ن لَٰ  تد ْ ئ ه اْلم لَٰ رْحم    ْ ا مْن رب  ْ ص ْي ئ ع  

Be sure We shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods, 

lives and the fruit of your labor; but give glad tidings to those who patiently 

persevere; who say when afflicted with calamity: To Allah we belong, and to Him 

is our return . They are those on whom descend blessings from their Lord and 

mercy, and they are the ones that receive guidance  

Al-Baqara (The Cow) 2: 155-157 

We should patiently persevere and never give up hope of God s mercy 

ا مْن رْحم َّللا   إن َّللا يْغفر الذ  ْنط ْ َل ت ْنفس  َٰ ا ع ْسرف د الذين  ْْ ي عب ن جميَ   إنه ه ق
ر الرحي   اْلغف
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Say: O My servants who have transgressed against their souls despair not of the 

mercy of Allah, for Allah forgives all sins, for He is often-forgiving, most-merciful 

Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are Allah’s righteous servants? BS Foad, MD 2018 

The Qur an describes Allah s (Most-Gracious) servants as having the following characteristics: 

1-Humility: Who walk on the earth with humility  Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 63. The scholars are humble 

because they realize that their knowledge is indeed limited, therefore they are most conscious of their Lord: 
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Those who have knowledge fear Allah the most among His servants  Fatir (Originator) 35: 28. The knowledge 

imparted to us is limited: The knowledge imparted to you is indeed limited  Al-Isra a (Night Journey) 17: 85 

2-Not engaging with the ignorant in useless talk: And when the ignorant address them, they say: Peace  Al-

Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 63. And when they hear vain talk they turn away therefrom, and say: To us our deeds, 

and to you yours; peace be on you; we seek not the ignorant  Al-Qasas (The Stories) 28: 55. Guidance comes from 

Allah, and He knows who is ready to be guided: You will not be able to guide everyone whom you love, but Allah 

guides those whom He will, and He knows best those who receive guidance  Al-Qasas (The Stories) 28: 56. 

3-The righteous stand up in prayer at night, while others are asleep: Those who spend the night in 

adoration of their Lord, prostrate and standing  Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 64. The righteous will be in the 

midst of gardens and springs; taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because before then they have 

done good deeds. They were in the habit of sleeping but little at night; and in the hours of early Dawn they were 

found praying for forgiveness  Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 15-18. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 

(Spread the greetings, and feed (the hungry), and be good to your relations, and pray at night, while others are 

asleep, you will enter paradise in peace) Ahmad, Ibn Hibban & Hakim 

4-Calling on their Lord seeking protection from Hell Fire: Those who say: Our Lord avert from us the wrath 

of Hell, for its wrath is indeed a grievous affliction  Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 65. The righteous understand 

their accountability to Allah, and seek protection: Every soul shall have a taste of death; and only on the Day of 

Judgment shall you be paid your full recompense; only he who is saved from the Fire and admitted to the garden 

will have succeeded  Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 185; Call on your Lord with humility and in private; for 

Allah loves not those who transgress beyond all bounds; Do no mischief on earth after it has been set in order, but 

call on Him with fear and longing, for the mercy of Allah is near to those who do good  Al-Araf 7: 55 & 56. 

5-Moderation in spending: Those when they spend are not extravagant nor niggardly, but hold a just balance 

between these two extremes  Al-Furqan (The Criterion) 25: 67. Render to kindred their due rights, as well as to 

those in want, and to the wayfarer, but squander not your wealth in the manner of a spendthrift. Indeed 

spendthrifts are brothers of Satan, and the Satan was ungrateful to his Lord. Make not your hand tied to your neck 

(like a niggard), nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach, so that you become blameworthy & destitute  17: 29 

6-Calling on no one except Allah: Those who invoke not any other god with Allah  Al-Furqan 25: 68. How can 

we call on entities that cannot help us or harms us? Say: Do you see the things that you invoke besides Allah, can 

they, if Allah wills some harm for him, remove His harm; or if Allah wills some mercy for me, can they keep back 

His mercy  Say: Sufficient is Allah for me. In Him trust those who put their trust  Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 38 

7-Not killing a soul that Allah has made sacred: And they do not kill the soul that Allah has made sacred 

except in truth & justice  Al-Furqan 25: 68; Do not kill the soul that Allah has made sacred except through due 

process of law  Al-Isra a (Night Journey) 17: 33; If any person kills a soul, unless it be for murder or spreading 

mischief in the land, it would be as if he killed all mankind; and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved all 

of mankind  Al-Ma Ida (The Table) 5: 32 

8-Not committing adultery: And they commit no adultery  Al-Furqan 25: 68. Do not come close to adultery, 

for it is an indecent deed and an evil way  Al-Isra;a (Night Journey) 17: 32 

 

Who are Allah’s righteous servants? BS Foad, MD 2018 

9-Turning to Allah in repentance: We should repent soon after committing sin, and not wait too long: Allah 

accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and repent soon afterwards  An-Nesa a (The Women) 4: 
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17; Of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until death faces one of them, and he says: 

Now have I repented indeed  An-Nesa a (The Women) 4: 18; Repentance must be sincere to be accepted: O you 

who believe turn to Allah in sincere repentance, in the hope that your Lord will remove from you your evil deeds  

At-Tahreem (Forbidden) 66: 8; Seeking forgiveness requires understanding that we have indeed done wrong, 

feeling ashamed of it, turning to Allah seeking His forgiveness, doing good to atone for our sins, and not repeating 

our mistake again: Unless he repents, believes, and works righteous deeds, for Allah will change the evil of such 

persons into good, for Allah is often-forgiving, most-merciful  Al-Furqan 25: 70. It is important to correct our 

wrong behavior before it is too late: Turn to your Lord and submit to Him, before the chastisement comes on you, 

after that you shall not be helped. And follow the best that which was revealed to you from your Lord, before the 

chastisement comes on you, of a sudden while you perceive not!  Az-Zumar (The Groups) 39: 54 & 55. Excuses will 

not be accepted at that time, and there is no second chance. 

10-Confirming our faith in our good deeds: As to those who believe and do good deeds, We do not allow the 

effort of those who do a single good deed to go to waste  Al-Kahf (The Cave) 18: 30. Shall We treat those who 

believe and work righteous deeds, the same as those who do mischief on earth? Shall We treat those who guard 

against evil, the same as those who turn aside from the right?  Sa D 38: 28. 

11-Not lying, cheating or bearing false witness: Those who witness no falsehood  Al-Furqan 25: 72; When 

you speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned  Al-Ana m (The Cattle) 6: 152.Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) said: (Say the truth (at all times), for being truthful guides to righteousness, and righteousness guides to 

paradise; and avoid lying, for lying guides to wickedness, and wickedness guides to Hell Fire) Ahmad & Muslim. 

Being truthful is part of Taqwa (righteousness): O you believe be mindful of Allah, and be among those who are 

truthful  At-Tawba (Repentance) 9: 119. Such are the people of truth, the righteous  Al-Baqara 2: 177. 

12-Not wasting time in vain talk: And if they pass by futility, they pass by it with honorable avoidance  Al-

Furqan 25: 72.Thinking ill of the intentions of other people, spying on them or talking about them badly behind 

their back is forbidden: O you who believe avoid suspicion, as much as possible, for suspicion in some cases is a 

sin; and spy not on each other, nor speak ill of each other behind thir backs  Al-Hujerat (The Apartments) 49: 12 

13-Listening to and accepting the signs of Allah when reminded: Those when they are admonished with 

the signs of their Lord droop not down on them as if they were deaf or blind  Al-Furqan 25: 72. To give sincere 

advice is part of faith: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (Religion is to give (sincere) advice). Asked to whom? He 

said: (To Allah, and to His book, and to His messenger, and to Muslim leaders, and every common man) Muslim. 

But remind, for reminding benefits the believers  Adh-Dhareyat (Winds that scatter) 51: 55. It is important to 

accept good advice, and not reject it out of arrogance, or persist in wrong-doing: And are never obstinate in 

persisting knowingly in the wrong they have done  Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 135. 

14-Calling on Allah wishing for good children: And those who pray: Our Lord grant us wives and offspring 

who will be the comfort of our eyes  Al-Furqan 25: 73. Wealth and sons are the allurements of this worldly life, 

but the things that endure, good deeds, are best in the sight of your Lord as rewards, and best to hope for  Al-Kahf 

(The Cave) 18: 46. WE need to protect ourselves and families from the Fire by obeying Allah. 

15-Wishing to serve as leaders and good examples for others: We are advised to follow the example of 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) because he applied the Qur an in his character & behavior 

16-Patiently persevering We shall try you till We test those among you who strive their utmost and persevere 

in patience; and We will test your reported mettle  Muhammad 47: 31. Those who are patient will be rewarded. 

 

 


